
Phonics at 
Parkside



What is 
phonics?



Phonics is an approach to 
teaching reading, by developing 

children’s knowledge and 
understanding of the 

relationship between written 
symbols and sounds.



The terms used 
in phonics



phoneme
The smallest unit of sound. 
There are approximately 44 

phonemes in English (it depends on 
different accents). Phonemes can be 

put together to make words.



grapheme

A representation 
of a phoneme. 



digraph
A grapheme containing two 

letters that makes just 
one sound (phoneme).

‘Special friends’



split-digraph

A split digraph is a 
vowel digraph that is 
split by a consonant.



trigraph

A grapheme containing 
three letters that makes 
just one sound (phoneme).



blending
Looking at each grapheme and 

working out which sound/ grapheme 
represents and then merging these 

phonemes together.



segmenting

This involves hearing a word, splitting 
it up into the phonemes. Then writing 
the graphemes in the correct order.

spelling



Set 1 sounds





Be mindful…

pure sounds

muh



muh aa tuh



Set 2 sounds

digraph





Be mindful…

owww

s n owww



Set 3 sounds

split-
digraphs



alternate graphemes





What does phonics 
look like at 
Parkside?





Terms used in Read 
Write Inc. (RWI)



Fred Talk

Fred Fingers

Green words

spelling



Red words

Read by sight



Phonics in the EYFS



Phonics in KS1 and beyond…

spelling



Reading at home 
During the first 

few weeks at 
school your child 

has been 
learning the 

first few sounds 
in Set 1. 



Reading at home 

As your child learns 
more sounds and are 
able to ‘blend’ these 
sounds to read words 
then they will start to 
take home real books.



Reading at home 

The books that are 
sent home each week 
are closely matched 
to the level of books 

that are read at 
school during the 

daily phonic sessions. 



Reading at home 

Questions 
to answer

vocabulary

comprehension



Year 1

Phonics Screening 
Check
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Year 1: Phonics Screening Check

The phonics screening check is a quick check of
your child’s phonics knowledge. It helps the
school confirm whether your child has made the
expected progress. Your child will sit with a
teacher and will be asked to read 40 words
aloud. The check normally takes a few minutes.
The check is carefully designed not to be
stressful for your child.



Year 1: Phonics Screening Check

decode



Year 1: Phonics Screening Check
We will inform you on your child’s progress towards the
end of the Summer term. If your child found it tricky we
will inform you of what support we have put in place to help
them improve and what you can do at home to help them as
well. Children who have not met the standard will retake
the check when they are in Year 2. All children are
individuals and all develop at different rates.
The screening check ensures that teachers understand
which children need extra help with phonic decoding.



Question time…


